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1. Context
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French pork production main 
characteristics

Animals/holdings density
23,8 M heads (1M sows)

14 000 farms

Belgian wild boar cases

Slaughterhouses and cutting plants
2,2 M T/year, 40% to 3rd countries
Close to holdings: limited moves
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Peace time: FRANCE free from ASF 
= but vigilant =

• Compulsory official annual visits in 
pigs holdings 

• A robust network of actors in place

• Scientific assessment available on the 
spot 

• New national action plan for ASF 
prevention and control 

• Contingency plan ready

http://agriculture.gouv.fr/plan-dactions-contre-la-
peste-porcine-africaine



  

2. French surveillance and 
preventive measures facing 

ASF risk
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2.1. ASF risk
mitigation strategy

(management measures)
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Risk mitigation strategy: 
September 13th, 2018  January 9th 2019

 ASF National action plan activated in Belgium’s neighboring 
areas

• Preventive zoning (non EU regulated zones)
• Reinforced observation zone (ROZ), along Belgian border

ü Electric fences at the border
ü Holdings: reinforced clinical surveillance + biosecurity assessment
ü Prohibition of hunting and big game releases
ü Active collection of dead boars + sampling

• Observation zone (OZ): surrounding the ROZ
ü Reinforced biosecurity + passive surveillance (domestic holdings)
ü Sensitization for human activities (forestry, hunting)
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Risk mitigation strategy : 
Since January 9th 2019

• White Zone (WZ) created along the 
border (instead of ROZ) 

• Progressive extension of the WZ 
according to BE epidemiological data

• 112 km fenced (up to date : 95% 
achieved)

• 5,3M € cost

• At the end, 2 zones: White Zone + 
Observation Zone

 January 9th, 2019 : 2 positive wild boars 
found outside the Belgian infected zone, towards the French Border
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OZ 
(Observation zones)

ROZ 
(white zone 

under 
development)

White 
zone

Wild boars contact risk: zoning on March 
21st  
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Reducing wild boars population
(Observation Zones)

• Once fences in place, intensive hunting

ü At least 150% increased shooting / previous years
ü Females targeted
ü shooting registration and follow-up

• 600 wild boars shot since September 2018



12

Reducing wild boars population
(White Zone)

• Objective ZERO wild boar

• No restriction on wild boar shooting
• Incentives: financial compensation for hunters loosing venison profit 

(100 €/shot wild boar)
• Support from ONCFS + Army (night shooting, helicopter tracking)
• Estimated population of 600 wild boars 21st of January
• Estimation of 50-100 late March (current White Zone)
 

• Shot animals are geotracked



13

Biosecurity in domestic holdings
(Observation and White Zones)

• Census of holders/holdings

• Reinforced veterinary inspections to assess biosecurity plans

ü Pigs confined and/or fencing
ü Fencing of surface water sources 
ü Direct transport except derogation with strict biosecurity 

measures
ü Corrective actions if necessary

• Depopulation/closing of biosecurity sensitive holdings

ü No reintroduction after finishing a band
ü Progressive emptiness of sensitive holdings
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Technical cooperation

• Task force BE/FR/LU + EU Commission task force experts
ü regular meetings at Ministry
ü at operational level

• Harmonization of measures (hunting, fences)

• Exchange of good practices (hunting methods)

• Data sharing (wild boars, biosecurity, maps) every 48h

• Epidemiological Platform (ANSES) / AFSCA
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2.2. A close surveillance
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Wild boars surveillance

•  Preexisting « SAGIR » (Wildlife diseases network)
•  Active patrols
•  Collection and sampling for ASF analyses (20% of shot animals)
•  Carcasses destruction by rendering

ROZ OZ Rest of 
France

Dead found 31 18 119

Since 21st of 
January WZ 1 (Meuse) WZ 2 

(Ardennes) ROZ

Shot animals 100 136 40
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Domestic holdings surveillance
•Close clinical surveillance
•Regular veterinary checks (1/wk)
•Awareness-raising flyers for clinical signs
•Situation on April, 3rd 2019:

White zone OZ
No risk holding 2 2

Low risk 2 1 (free range)
Medium risk 0 0

Sensitive 0 1
Free range 0 1

Emptied 27 28
TOTAL 31 32
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2.3. Controlling human 
factors 

(forestry, farming, 
transport)
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Movement and forest activity restrictions 
(Observation Zones)

• General good practices (waste, dogs 
on a leash, stay on the path)

• Hunting: restriction on the use of dogs 
• Coordination with Belgian measures
ü Temporary restriction of hunting
ü Feeding zone prohibited

• Truck route plans submitted to
biosecurity rules 
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Biosecurity strengthening
(whole France)

• 2 specific decrees
• Biosecurity in pork holdings (Oct)
• Biosecurity in transport (Awaited)

• Training programs (farmers): 350
trainers prepared

• Sensitization to clinical signs
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Communication
Targeted Mainstream



  

Conclusion
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Keys to achieve success

• Having a robust system in place: traceability, biosecurity, 
surveillance (platform), actors’ network, financial incentives, 
territorial harmonization…

• Assuring a transboundary and EU permanent coordination
• Respecting Chapter 15.1. OIE Terrestrial Code:
ü Early action on wild board population to protect domestic holdings
ü A combination of containment + massive hunting
ü A continuous adaptation of measures (epidemiosurveillance 

data)

 Possibility of maintaining trade with safe guarantees
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March 25th, 2019
ASF situation 
inside the EU

FRANCE



  

Thank you
for your attention


